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You hold in your hands the very first science-themed book of SMBC 
comics. If this book is anything like other books of science, I hope to 
release a new edition every few months, which will be just different 
enough from the old edition that your professor will make you buy it. I 
hope this because I love money. In fact, I believe money is the second 
most important thing in life. The first thing is real estate.

For your convenience, in this third SMBC book, we’ve slimmed things 
down a bit. The result is that some comics extend over multiple pages. 
In these cases, there is a friendly arrow at the bottom of each page until 
you reach the end of the comic. We have very cleverly labeled the end 
with the word “end.”

This book is divided into three sections. The first section contains 
lovingly selected science comics from the SMBC archive, many of which 
are too dorky to ever appear in an SMBC compilation meant for normal 
human beings—you know, those people you see when the curtains 
accidentally get let open. 

The second section contains 17 comics that are exclusive to this book. 
Almost without exception, these are drawn from comic scripts that I 
thought were good, but which were probably too damn nerdy for those 
normal humans I mentioned in the last paragraph. But, that shouldn’t 
be a problem for you and I, should it?

The third section contains Tales of Science. These are little stories given 
to us by some of my favorite scientists and science geeks who were 
awesome enough to grace this book with their presence. 

Also, Phil Plait did one.

Zach Weinersmith
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Ahh, the first day teaching natural 
selection is always the best.
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“You know, the chromosome that matters.”
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If you were still alive, you’d probably wish
Superman had paid more attention in physics class.
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Particle physics has come
a long way since the 1700s.
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“...which I bought from a raptor.”
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February 17, 1982:

After months of grueling research, 
we have confirmed that if you turn

the calculator upside-down,
it spells “boobs.”
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Moments after free will is disproved.
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Another sad day for Professor Hitlerballs.
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Professor Belser gave a brief Q&A as to 
his experiments on bears flying jetpacks.
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Ironically, only biologists truly appreciate 
creationist horror films.
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Fact: There are gay engineers.
Fact: Their lives are better than yours.
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Carl Sagan convinces his son to clean the cat shit.
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Fortunately, Sherlock Holmes never studied physics. 



82

This is why experimental scientists hate 
theoretical scientists.
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New rule for Science Journalism:
If your article can be summarized as “No.”

don’t write it.



98



99



100



101



102



103



104



105



106



107



108



109



110



111



112



113



114

Physicists are no longer allowed in history class.
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Pranks are way better in the future.
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What if Malthus had been an optimist?
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The gene sequence for hairballing was 
beautiful in its simplicity. 
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The scientific community has not welcomed 
my “quantum threesome” concept.
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Nobody liked Evil Carl Sagan.
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FoR MAKINg PoSSIBLE THREE EXCLUSIVE CoMICS!
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Sally angles for a massage.



199



200



201



202



203



204



205



206



207



208

Nobody likes chemistry hipsters.



209



210



211

Astronomers have weird masturbation 
euphemisms.
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It’s hard being the child of a biochemist
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It’s hard being homeschooled by your
stepdad
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Causing our evolution teacher to explode was 
remarkably easy.
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BEHoLD oUR TALES oF SCIENCE!

When we decided to make a science-themed book, we wanted to 
make some exclusive, special content to supplement it. Since so 
many of the jokes in this book are inspired by the friendships (and 
marriages!) we’re lucky enough to have with amazing scientists, we 
thought we’d share some of their stories about science with you. 
Some of them are funny, some are sweet, some are disgusting. Really 
disgusting. Christina Agapakis’s story is really disgusting.

We hope you enjoy these Tales of Science, and we encourage you 
to follow these geeks online in their present and future endeavors 
instead of pissing away your time on comics.
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EMILY 
LAKDAWALLA

SENIoR EDIToR AND PLANETARY EVANgELIST
THE PLANETARY SoCIETY
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HENRY
REICH
CREAToR oF MINUTEPHYSICS
AND MINUTEEARTH
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SEAN
CARRoLL
THEoRETICAL PHYSICIST
CALIFoRNIA INSTITUTE oF TECHNoLogY
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ADAM
SAVAgE

MASTER MAKER, TELEVISIoN PRoDUCER, AND 
HoST oF MYTHBUSTERS
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DR. PHIL
PLAIT

ASTRoNoMER AND CREAToR oF
THE BAD ASTRoNoMY BLog
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ED
YoNg

SCIENCE WRITER,
NoT EXACTLY RoCKET SCIENCE
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ELIZABETH
IoRNS, PH. D.
Co-FoUNDER,
THE SCIENCE EXCHANgE
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CHRISTINA
AgAPAKIS
PoSTDoCToRAL RESEARCHER AT
UNIVERSITY oF CALIFoRNIA, LoS ANgELES
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DR. PAUL
BARRETT
DINoSAUR RESEARCHER
THE NATURAL HISToRY MUSEUM, LoNDoN
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KELLY
WEINERSMITH
PH. D. STUDENT
UNIVERSITY oF CALIFoRNIA, DAVIS
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